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desirable that the accumulated thickness of tar and chippmgs should
be limited, otherwise it will creep or work up into corrugations. A
key plan and log should be kept showing the dates when and how the
various sections were treated and the prevailing weather conditions
The Road Research laboratory of the Department of Scientific
and Industrial Research has issued a useful brochure on " Surface
Dressing", some details of which are given below. All surfaces
should be levelled up by patching depressions with fine tarmac or
tar and chippings.
Treatment of Tar or Bitumen Surfacings.
The tar should conform to Specification B S. 76, 1943.
The viscosity will vary according to the seasons of the year.
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All loose material should be brushed off before spraying operations;
spraying should be done preferably by a mechanical tank-sprayer,
which should be checked for volume, temperature, and uniformity of
delivery: the temperature of the tar should be between 220° F.
and 280° F. (with open tar-boilers the temperature should be be-
tween 180° F. and 240° F. according to viscosity).
Rate of Spread.
At the beginning of the operation the covering rate of the tar
should be checked over a sufficient area—with hand-sprayers a
careful check-up of volume used against a measured area should be
made.
The rate will depend to a large extent on the kind of chippings
used, as shown in the graph (Fig. 132),
The rate will depend on whether the road surface to be treated is
" hungry for the tar or not"; a less rate would be applied for a well-
laid road rich in binder.
The chippings should be dry to ensure the best results : if damp,
the road should be kept free from traffic until they have dried with
adhesion to the tar. It is a good plan to keep traffic off a newly
sprayed surface for several hours to allow for a complete " set1*1;

